Tobacco Legislation

The Pro-Children’s Act of 1994

Public Law 103-227, the Pro-Children's Act of 1994, prohibits smoking in certain facilities that receive Federal funds in which education, library, day care, health care, and early childhood development services are provided to children. Applicable Federal funds for these types of children's services include grants, cooperative agreements, loans, loan guarantees, and contracts, as well as funds for construction, maintenance, and operations that are awarded by the Departments of Health and Human Services, Education, or Agriculture.

Texas Tobacco-Free Schools, 1995

Senate Bill 1, 74th Legislature, addressed tobacco on school property. School boards are directed to prohibit smoking or using tobacco products at a school-related or school-sanctioned activity on or off school property; prohibit students from possessing tobacco products at a school-related or school-sanctioned event on or off school property; and ensure that school personnel enforce these policies. 

Senate Bill 55, 1997 – Health and Safety Code, Chapter 161
The 75th Legislature passed Senate Bill 55, one of the strongest and most comprehensive tobacco laws in the country. Aimed at reducing children’s access to tobacco products, the law also provided for comprehensive public education regarding the dangers of tobacco use. 

Penal Code 48.01: Smoking Tobacco - Conduct affecting public health

Addresses burning tobacco products in a facility of a public primary or secondary school or an elevator, enclosed theatre or movie house, library, museum, hospital, transit system bus, or intrastate bus, as defined by Section 541.201, Transportation Code, plane, or train which is a public place.
Tobacco Settlement, 1998

In 1998, Texas sued tobacco companies based on violation of anti-trust, consumer protection, fraud, conspiracy, and racketeering laws.   As a result of the settlement, the State of Texas will receive $17.3 billion over the next 25 years as compensation for tobacco-related Medicaid costs to the state. 

The Texas Legislature set aside $200 million endowment for tobacco prevention.  The Department of State Health Services was charged with executing a comprehensive program to reduce tobacco use in Texas using the interest earned on the endowment each year.  Each fiscal year, the interest from this endowment fund is appropriated to tobacco prevention.  The amounts have ranged from 9 million in FY2000 to 5.7 million in FY2007.  Current year appropriations can be found in House Bill 1, Article II, General Appropriation Bill, Health and Human Services - Department of State Health Service/Substance Abuse-Reduce Youth Tobacco Use.

